
The day was April 21, 
1918. Manfred von Rich-
thofen (“The Red Baron”) 
led his flight of triplanes to 
search for British aircraft. 
An engagement ensued be-
tween a flight of Sopwith 
Camels led by Canadian 
Royal Air Force pilot Capt. 
Ar thur  Ro y B r o wn. 
Brown’s friend Lt. Wilfred 
May was a rookie on his 
first offensive patrol. May 
had been ordered to keep 
out of combat, but couldn’t 
resist. He jammed his guns 
and, defenseless, headed 
away from the battle. Rich-
thoten spotted the lone 
plane and chose it for kill 
number 81. Brown observed 
the scene below him and 
dove to help his fellow air-
man, knowing that May was 
no match for Richthofen. It 
was then, with Brown clos-
ing from behind, that Rich-
thofen, usually a meticulous 

and disciplined fighter pilot, 
made a mistake and broke 
one of his own rules by fol-
lowing May too long, too 
far, and too low into enemy 
territory. Two miles behind 
the Allied lines, as Brown 
caught up with Richthofen 
and fired, the chase passed 
over the machine-gun nests 
of Australian Field Artil-
lery. A shot, fired either 

from the air or the ground 
passed through Richthofen’s 
torso. The Red Baron was 
mortally wounded. 

Richthofen was good. 
Probably over-confident. 

But he “broke one of his 
own rules.” Maybe in his 
mind he was just stretching 
the rule a bit. Or he was dis-
tracted by something that 
appeared too good to be 
true. Whatever the case, he 
compromised his own stan-
dards, which led to his de-
mise. For the Red Baron, 
the temptation of number 81 
was too much. 

     The believer is always 
tempted to focus on the 
wrong things, forget where 
he/she is, and stretch, or 
compromise his/her own 
rules. It’s easy to be dis-
tracted by the cares of this 
world. In this season of Ad-
vent, be aware that you are a 
target of the enemy and 
don’t lose your primary fo-
cus. Keep the main thing the 
main thing. “Fix your 
thoughts on  
Jesus” (Heb. 3:1). 
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• December 1— Christmas 
Decorating at  Church, 5:30 
PM  

• December 6— Advent 
Potluck/Bakery & Craft Sale 

• December 15— Newsletter 
article deadline  

• December 20— Christmas 
Caroling @ 3 PM 

• December 24 — Childrens 
Chritmas Program, 7:00 pm 

• December 25 — Christmas 
Festival Service, 9 AM 

• December 31 — New Years 
Eve Communion Service,       
7 PM 
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   You are familiar with the 
concept of a Savings and 
Loan, right? You remember 
the movie “It’s A Wonder-
ful Life” and how George 
Bailey (played by Jimmy 
Stewart) saved a town by 
diligently serving the com-
munity, investing people’s                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

savings in the growth of 
area businesses and homes. 
The WELS has a similar 
vehicle called the Church 
Extension Fund. The princi-
pal of our congregation’s 
Endowment Fund is in-
vested here and so is used to 
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If anyone is interested in 
helping in any way with 
this celebration, please con-
tact Harriet Raske or Pastor 
Tuttle.  As part of our cele-
bration, we plan to publish 
a pictorial directory and an 
updated history of the con-

gregation.  Also plans are being made 
for a special dinner and special guest 
speakers for the services on the day of 
our anniversary. If you have ideas for 
ways to make this celebration special, 
please don’t be shy. Bring them 
forward! 

  We will celebrate our 125th Anni-
versary at St. John’s on June 12, 
2011.  Harriet Raske has taken on the 
responsibility as chairperson for the 
125th Anniversary Committee. Sub-
committees will begin to be formed 
to head-up the different areas to 
make this day a memorable occasion.  

Befriend a Mission (BAM) is an 
LWMS (Lutheran 
Womens Missionary 
Society) program that 
keeps our missions 
close to us. Every two 
years, three to four 
missions are assigned 
to each of the 60 cir-
cuits within LWMS. 
Circuit Vice Presidents 
obtain information 
from each of these mis-
sions.  She will then 
share the information 
with the reporters of 
each congregation, 
who will take it back to their congrega-
tions. Not only do we support our mis-
sions with prayers, letters and cards, 

gifts, and offerings, but we also have 
the privilege of hear-
ing how God’s 
Word is shared 
thro ughout  t he 
world through our 
missions.  
With the recent 
budget cuts, our 
circuit lost of 
one of our Befriend 
A Missions, Pastor 
Robert Meister from 
Thailand.  He and 
his family will be in 
Thailand until the 
end of December.  

Please keep Pastor Meister and his 
family in your prayers.  

Bambi Tuttle 

tion and make lots of money while I 
can? Is it to be famous or to get mar-
ried? Why am I here? This is what Je-

sus is all about. Jesus speaks not to es-
tablish a religion or to gain political 
power and control. It’s not about 
money and church buildings and regu-

   In one archeology magazine they 
give the reader a picture of an object 
and then ask what it is. The challenge is 
to look at the object 
and discern its pur-
pose. What did the 
people of long ago 
make it for? Why 
was it made? Have 
you ever looked in 
the mirror and asked the same ques-
tion? What am I here for? What’s the 
purpose of my life? Is it merely to re-
produce and die? Is it to get an educa-

lations. Jesus came so that you and I 
would know the deep purpose of hu-
man life. And when we know our Crea-

tor and his 
p ur p o se— 
life be-
comes truly 
full. Jesus 
said, “I 
have come 

that they may have life, and have it to 
the full” (John 10:10). 

St. John’s 125th Anniversary – June 12, 2011 

Befriend A Mission                            
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grow the Kingdom as this Synod ad-
ministrated fund is used to begin and 
expand ministries at home and abroad. 
      Our congregation recently received 
a letter from the CEF. 
They wrote, “Thank 
you for your contin-
ued support of the 
WELS Church Exten-
sion Fund. You are 
important to fulfilling 
the WELS CEF mis-
sion. Your investment 
along with other in-
vestors, allows WELS 
CEF to provide loan 
financing for mission 
congregations so they 
can acquire land and 
build or renovate wor-
ship/ministry facili-
ties.” 
 
2008-2009 Highlights 
 
1.     13 WELS Congregations com-

pleted building projects totaling 
nearly $13 million in loans pro-
vided by WEL CEF. 

2.     WELS CEF disbursed almost $1 
million in grants to mission con-
gregations to assist with land pur-
chases, renovation or worship fa-
cility construction. 

3.     WELS CEF disbursed almost $22 
million in grants to mission con-

gregations since 1993. 
4.     WELS CEF made a $1 million 

grant to the Board for Home Mis-
sions to help offset Synod finan-
cial challenges. 

5.            WELS CEF 
had received nearly 
$1.3 million in gifts, 
memorials and be-
quests. 
6.            WELS CEF 
currently has 250 
loans outstanding, 
totaling just over 
$122 million. 
7.            Three quar-
ters of the loans have 
mortgage rates rang-
ing between 4 and 6 
percent – considera-
bly below rates at 
other financial insti-
tutions – if the mis-
sion congregation 
was eligible for such 

a loan. 
8.     Over 5.500 investors—individuals 

and congregations—have en-
trusted WELS CEF with nearly 
$68 million. 

9.     WELS CEF introduced IRA/
Retirement Certificates as an op-
tion for investors. 

 
You can help by investing in WELS 
CEF and telling others about WELS 
CEF and its mission. 

Upcoming Bible 
Classes 
The following are some brief descrip-
tions of Bible classes that will be of-
fered in January 2010 at St. John’s. 
This information is certainly for our 
members but dear members, share this 
information too with those whom you 
might invite to share the seat next to 
you in Bible class! 
 
Meadows on Main Bible Class 
Mondays @ 2:00 PM 
These ongoing Bible classes use the 
liturgical lessons for the coming week 
as the study material. Attending this 
class will enrich your experience in our 
worship services!  
 
New Life In Christ 
Tuesdays @ 7:00 PM 
Beginning January 5th, this 18 week 
course is basically an adult catechism 
designed to lead a person through the 
basic teachings of God’s Word. It is 
also an excellent review for the mature 
Christian. If you want to brush up on 
the basics, this is a good meat and pota-
toes Bible class.  
 
Bible Class at Bart’s 
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM 
Using a recently published booklet by 
author John Braun, Positively Lutheran 
uses the ancient Christian fish symbol, 
which in Greek stands for “Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior,” to invite 
the student to learn what it means to 
believe and live as a confessionsl 
Christian. This course begins Jan. 6th! 

March 14,  at St. John’s, Vesta at 2:30 
pm and at Zion, Morgan at 7 pm. Re-
hearsals will be held Sundays at St. 
John’s, RWF from 2-5 pm on Jan 10, 

   The SW MN Area Lutheran Chorale 
will begin Jan 10.  8 rehearsals are 
planned to prepare for the concerts, 
which are scheduled to be held on 

17 and 31, and Feb 14, 21 and 28. The 
final 2 rehearsals will be March 7 from 
2-5 pm at Zion, Morgan and March 12 at 
St. John, Vesta in the evening.  
  Mr. Ron Ohm and Mrs. Linette Scharle-
mann will be directing.  If you would like 
further information, contact Ron Ohm @ 
(507) 217-9723 or Linette @ (507) 354-
3711 or our Music Coordinator, Maxine 
Otto @ (507) 342-5585. 

The WELS Church Extension Fund 
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The SW MN Area Lutheran Chorale 
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Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Ephesians 5:19,20)�



209 Bryant Ave NE 
Renville, MN 56284-0416 
 

ST.  JOHN'S EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

we will see him face to face. In the 
meantime, we reflect the hope that is in 
us throughout our days. In season and 

out of season, the steady love of our 
lives show forth his praises. We see 
that love in your prayers and offer-
ings.” 

   Each year we receive a summary re-
port from our Seminary re: the Irene 
Munsch Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
Here is an excerpt from President 
Wendland’s recently received letter:  

   “It has been unseasonably cold in 
southeastern Wisconsin this past 
month. For days on end grey clouds 
scudded across the sky, obscuring the 
sun. We knew the sun was there; we 
just couldn’t see it except on those rela-
tively rare occasions when it would 
burst through the overcast  and illumi-
nate the landscape with its brilliance. 
Our Christian faith knows its seasons, 
too. There are those times when we 
experience with all the senses of our 
spirit the joy of being in Christ. But 
many times clouds obscure the Son. 
We know he’s there. We just do not 
detect the brilliance of his shining. All 
the more reason to long for that day 
and time when, with eyes unclouded, 

   On a principal balance of $18,500, 
three students received scholarships 
from investment earnings in 2009: 

• Timothy Denny (Middler)    
$300.00 

• James Enderle (Middler) 
$400.00 

• Brett Ehlke (Senior) 
$200.00 

   Senior Brett Ehlke wrote to say, in 
part, “Thank you so much for your gift. 
This donation is extremely beneficial to 
me and will help defray the costs of my 
education. Most seminary students like 
me still need to work at a part-time job 
to cover additional costs for our educa-
tion. Without people like you who give 
generously, we would need to work 
much more. Please keep my classmates 
and me in your prayers!” 

Scholarship Recipients 
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Phone: (320) 329-3826 
Email: pastortuttle@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 
http://sjlc-wels.org 
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Seminary tower at night 


